9th Grade Faith Formation Calendar

2017-2018
(Wednesdays - 8:15 – 9:30 p.m.)
	Date
	Topic
	Curriculum Category (USCCB)

	September 12 (@ OLIH)
	Opening Prayer Service – Grades 9-12 

	Liturgical/Community

	September 26

	Puzzled
(The Trinity)
	Discipleship

	October 10
	Both And
(Incarnation)
	Discipleship

	October 24
	Call Me Mom

(Mary)
	Discipleship


	November 7
	Connected
(Prayer)
	Discipleship


	November 28
	Fight! - FF Event for Parents & Teens
(Existence of Evil/Spiritual Warfare)
	Discipleship


	December  12 (@ OLIH)
	Advent Prayer Service Grades 9 – 12

	Liturgical/Community

	January 16
	Anti-Graduation
(Existence of God)
	Discipleship


	January 30
	Called to Action

(Discipleship)
	Discipleship


	February 6
	Happy Days
(Beatitudes)
	Morality


	February 20
	News Feed
(Media & the 8th Commandment)
	Morality

	March 6
	Ash Wednesday – Attend Church as Family
	Community

	March 13
	Gifted – parents please attend
(Sacredness of Christian Purity)
	Morality



	March 27       (@ OLIH)
	Lent Prayer/Reconciliation Service – 

Grades 9-12 
	Liturgical/Community


	April 10
	Maxed Out!

(Loving God/Living for Him/Priorities/Commandments 1-3)
	Morality

	April 27       (@ OLIH)
	End of Year Social – 8:15 – 9:30 p.m.
	Service/Celebration of Community


9th Grade Confirmation Discipleship Experience:

· Regular attendance is expected at the following to grow and deepen discipleship through community (Head & Heart):

· Mass

· Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 

· Service to others is expected to grow and deepen discipleship through witness. Service to others is varied and takes many forms, but is always “other” focused. Complete one or more in each category (Head, Heart, Hands & Feet):

· OLIH community – i.e. Beggar’s Night, Fish Fry, etc.

· Greater Des Moines Area – i.e. Meals from the Heartland, Miracle League, etc.

· Family – in recognition of the sacredness of family, complete a project/event/task for your family that is not a regular chore or as a family participate in a service event.

· Mini-retreat attendance is expected. Jesus regularly withdrew from the “normal grind” of life, sometimes alone and sometimes with others, to focus on growing and deepening discipleship. 9th graders & parent(s) will experience together on Wednesday, November 28, 2018 to focus on the topic, “Existence of Evil/Spiritual Warfare.” 
Youth Ministry Connection for 9th grade – Some more ways to bring faith alive
G.L.U.E., An open exploration of Life & Faith – meets select Wednesdays, 8-9:30pm 
September 19 – THEME: “Are you for real? For Cereal!” 

Description: A cereal feast and conversation about the life questions we carry with us!

October 3 & 17 – THEME: BFF 

Description: Stories & People in the Bible - What does God look for in a friend? What do we look for in God?

November 14 & 21 - THEME: UNO! One Faith?

Description: We share in ONE faith in Jesus, but do we all believe or think about it the same way? 

December 5 & 19 – THEME: Give it up!

Description: Two opportunities to give our time: Meals from the Heartland meal packing & an evening of “other” focused letter writing and prayer.

*Spring GLUE dates/topics will be mailed out by postcard in December!

2nd Sunday High School Youth Ministry – A variety of gatherings for our young church!
Sunday September 9 - THEME/EVENT: Welcome back cookout & games

Sunday October 14 – THEME/EVENT: Geisler Farms

Sunday November 11 – THEME/EVENT: Up to Par? An evening of Mini-golf

Sunday December 9 – THEME/EVENT: Strike! A night out bowling!

*Spring 2nd Sunday gatherings will be mailed out by postcard in December!
Additional Youth Ministry Offerings this Fall!

(Visit https://tinyurl.com/ympermission for more info on all offerings)
Visio Divina (Praying Scripture with Art) will be offered the 3rd Thursday of each month at 6:30pm!
Christ Our Life Conference, September 29-30:  Attend any or all of it, it’s the best Catholic conference around featuring amazing speakers, music and more! 

Boldly Sent, October 20 & 21st: Boldly Sent is a peer-led event gathering teens of the diocese together with their bishop in exploration and celebration of the Catholic faith. 

Trick or Treating for Canned Goods, Tuesday October 30: This annual event at OLIH resupplies the food pantries in the Des Moines Area with much needed canned goods.  Come have a great time and make a difference!
