
 
 
 OLIH Pastoral Council 
 Meeting Minutes 
 January 29, 2018 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:   Fr. Steve, Michelle Tremmel, Renee Wuest, Maria Schweers, Diana 

Fitzpatrick, Michelle Gavin, David Drendel, Joe Carey, John 
Baumhover, Rick Parker, Mark Schmitt, Sr. Susan 

 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Deacon Jeff, Deacon Steve, Becky Robovsky 
 

 
1. Opening Prayer by David Drendel. 

 
2. Minutes from November 27, 2017 meeting were approved; Diana motioned, John 

second. 
 

3. Council Business: 
• Staff Reports 

o Music Ministry (Kyle Lechtenberg) – At the beginning of the year, there was a 
realignment of choirs with 3 groups were into 1 in addition to the Tuesday night 
Adult Choir. Both groups are seeing a lot of new participation. Holy Week choir 
rehearsals starting soon with 150 unique music ministers from grade 2 and up. 
Kyle praised the funeral choir as a wonderful gift from the parish to those who 
have experienced a loss.  The youth choir, directed by Erin Stoltenberg, is now 
grades 8-12; children’s choir, directed by Jackie Carey is grades 2-7.  In addition 
to choirs, there are accompanists and other instrumentalists, cantors, and 
psalmists.  Kyle also works with the liturgy committee to recruit others for 
hospitality ministers, altar servers, lectors, commentators, and Eucharistic 
ministers.  Saturday evening mass could use more volunteers for hospitality 
ministry and altar servers.  Sunday, April 22 Father Michael Joncas will visit OLIH 
for the Sunday masses and then as a featured guest at the annual music-ministry 
appreciation event.  Discussed suggestions for future to host a Posada at the 
Parrish. 

o RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) (Sr. Susan) – A team of four work 
with Sr. Susan (Curt Carlson, Jason Follett, Rosemary Hutchinson & Richard 
Jacavino), who meet every 4-6 weeks to touch base on how teaching sessions 
are going.  Sessions are Monday or Tuesday evening in addition to the “Breaking 
of the Word” sessions during the weekend liturgy.  TWO RCIA sessions are 
offered – one starting in September (typically for the un-baptized), and another in 
mid to late February (typically those who have been baptized). September group 
joins the church at Easter Vigil; February group joins November 1. The program 
uses a variety of materials, including videos and speakers. 

o RCIC (Rite of Christian Initiation of Children) (Sr. Susan): Facilitated by Terry 
Wubben for children who have been baptized but didn’t receive Eucharist in 
second grade.  Meet two times per month, and participants also attend regular 
RE classes the other two weeks each month. 

o Stephen Ministry (Sr. Susan) – Started at OLIH in 2009 with five people.  Since 
then, four additional groups have been trained.  Currently there are 15 active 
ministers. To become a Stephen Minister, 50 hours of training are required.  
Once trained, SMs commit to supervision twice per month. Ministers in training 
are put into peer groups where they discuss different situations that are coming 
up and discuss as a group suggestions for how to minister to the 
person/situation. All information is confidential, so the group doesn’t know who 
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the issue is pertaining to.  Also ongoing education is offered the first of the 
month.  Ministry pairings are man to man or woman to woman. Goal is to be 
there with the person struggling in a non-judgmental way with emotional 
distance.  The minister isn’t solving the problem, but helping people find a 
solution to get through the situation.  According to Sr. Susan, the best way to 
share this ministry is by referring someone that has the need to Sr. Susan or 
share information about the ministry with the person.  Stephen Ministers will also 
be offering to pray with people once a month after mass.  Recently, the parish 
planned to do a training for new ministers, but only had four signed up when at 
least six are needed to run a training session. 

o Pastoral Care to the Elderly and Home Bound (Sr. Susan) – Currently OLIH 
has about 9 people in the ministry.  Sr. offers communion service once per month 
at Mill Pond & Sunny View; Father offers mass there once a month as well. St 
Luke’s takes care of Bridges & Vintage Hills.  Both nursing homes also receive 
ashes on Ash Wednesday. 

 
4. Feedback: “What’s Happening?” 

• Upcoming dates for volunteering at Catholic Worker House - May 25 and August 24. 
• Lots of talk/speculation about who might be taking over when Father Steve retires. 
• Women’s CEW 2018 (39 participants) was very successful. Majority of attendees 

were from within the OLIH or St. Luke’s parish.  
 

5. Pastor’s Report: 
• Parking lot light problems (only 1 currently working). Wiring runs underground from 

building to the first pole. Moisture from thawing gets underground and shorts out the 
wire.  Only way to remedy is to replace the entire line (which would cost $8,000 to 
$9,000. Rather than fixing the lights now, this will be folded into the parking lot 
project. 

• Parking lot fundraising campaign – John Baumhover is representing the pastoral 
council on the committee.  The weekend of February 3 after mass, parishioners will 
be asked to pick up an envelope with the campaign pamphlet, a request letter and 
pledge card with return envelope.  Any that aren’t picked up in the next couple of 
weeks will be mailed. 
o Plans have been submitted to the city. Have most approvals and working on the 

rest. 
o Need help Thursday night @ 6:30 (2/1) to work on putting together packets. 
o After 4-5 weeks, may put together a committee to make calls to givers that we 

haven’t heard from yet. 
o Already have raised about $100,000. 
o Hosting a dinner Jan. 30 with an eclectic group of people (approximately 30) who 

have given regularly to say thank you.  
 

6. Reflection/Faith Sharing 
• Discussed Great Catholic Parishes: Chapter 3 (“Yearning for More”). 
• For February, read Chapter 4 Challenges to Engagement, Spiritual Maturity, (pages 

79-95) 
• Received the January and February editions of Catholic Update. 

 
7. Next Meeting:  February 26, 2018.  Prayer Leader will be Rick Parker. 
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8. The meeting closed with prayer at 9:07pm. 

 

(Respectfully submitted by Michelle Gavin, Secretary) 


